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the relative and the absolute from a socio-
cultural perspective. He sees that one of the
most important foundations of Arabic culture
isheritage in all its aspects whether intellectual,
cultural, religious, or folkloric. It has always
been linked in the Arab mind to some sort
of duality: past and present; originality and
contemporaneity; and science and religion.
Some have refused to excercise reasoning in
criticizing this heritage, an extreme position
that has been met by another extreme position
in the form of calling for rebelling against
heritage and everything old and suspecting
everything it entails, thus deepening the
idea of the changing relative as opposed to
the absolute constant. In Labib’s estimation,
and according to the human experience, the
simplest of definitions of “the absolute” can be
determined as being the complete and perfect
that transcends time and place, is not linked
to a land, people, or circumstances, and is
characterised by being constant and universal.
As for “the relative”, it can be defined as any
explanation of any natural, scientific, or social
phenomenon that is linked to time and place
and that changes if they change or develop
according to context. Labib then presents
a number of comments, notes, and ideas on
absolute and relative constants, knowledge
that carries within it established science and
established ignorance of everything that
is vague and unknown. Moreover, values
are constant and
applications are relative according to time,
place, and people. Labib explains that human
beings’ intellectual, cultural, and religious
starting points are different, diverse, and
various because standards and criteria of
judgements are dissimilar, thus the importance
of the renewal of religious discourse. The
writer sees that renewing religious thought
is more important and greater than leaving
it within the boundaries of the religious
institution. Opinion makers and intellectuals
have a genuine role in this renewal regardless
of the preconceived ideas on the rift between

absolute whereas their

intellectuals and the religious institution. As
for practicing religion, Labib states that the
future necessitates that we all respect the
doctrinal particulars of religions according to
the religious sources of each religion while
opening doors of fruitful cooperation between
them based on general undisputed human
values and principles.

This Issue’s Report:

The report revolves around the symposium
held by the Evangelical Donomination in
Egypt under the leadership of Rev. Dr. Andrea
Zaki on 15" December, 2020 over Zoom, as
necessitated by the corona pandemic, under the
title of “The Church in Times of Adversity”. A
detailed report was written by George Ishak.
The report detailed the presentation of Dr.
Christopher Wright, the major speaker of the
symposium, on the the contents of the Book
of Jeremiah, chapter twenty nine. Jeremiah
offered the then disappointed people three
things: a new outlook; a new challenge,
and new hope. After finishing his speech he
received a number of questions and answered
them.

This Issue’s Character:

This issue’s character is Rev. Dr. Ghobrial
Rizkallah, the first teacher (1882 — 1982).
Rev. Amir Tharwat writes his biography
as well as shedding light on his ministry,
writings, and contributions in the realm of
administration, pastorship, hymns, and music.
He then addresses his theological impact, his
pastorship school, and his spiritual insights.
He is a distinguished model in the history of
the Evangelical Church in Egypt in particular
and the Egyptian church in general. His life is
inspiring and deserves to be read.
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as an absolute truth while treating all human
endeavour, whether in interpreting the text or
deducting teachings and beliefs out of it, as
relative truth. Atthe end of the article, the writer
reaches some practical applications that reflect
this concept that is at the heart of reformed
thought. The study presents the position of the
sacred text throughout history in Judaism and
in the days of Christ and the Apostles, then
in the Middle Ages until we reach the Age of
Reformation. He then proceeds to cover the
reformed affirmations of faith on the authority
of the Bible. The article poses two questions:
why is the sacred text considered the constant
in the thought of our reformed church? And
why are the interpretations and theological
writings relative? The writer finally reaches
practical issues among which is that the
Church that practices a balance between the
constant text and changes in interpretation
rests more assured and is less disturbed
even when confronting unsound ideas and
interpretations. In such a situation, responses,
creativity, and corrections should come from
serious researchers who rely on the work of
the Holy Spirit. There is no fear for a Church
that realizes the status of its sacred book, trusts
its authenticity, and believes in its infallibility
of faith and deeds.

“No, Truth is not Relative!” is the title of a
study in the context of the relative and the
absolute by Mark Abdul-Maseeh, in which he
discusses what he calls postmodern claims.
These are that there is no absolute truth and
that truth is relative. Abdul-Maseeh refutes
this claim on the basis of four matters. First, it
is an intellectual fallacy. Second, it is a moral
dilemma. Third, eternity is in danger. Fourth,
is Biblical fact, for the Word of God leaves no
place to say that truth is relative or personal.
The Word of God leads to certainty. Abdul-
Maseeh also offers four practical applications.
First, Christ calls upon his followers to excel.
Second, Christ calls upon his followers to
adhere to the truth lovingly. Third, the Word
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of God bids us in all its parts to understand
objective truth. Fourth, our limited knowledge
leads us to humility.

On the topic of “Binding the Relative to the
Absolute; Christian Zionism as a Model”,
Peter Adel Wadea’ analises this problem. He
sees that this problem arises when followers of
religions confuse what is worldly and relative
with what is sacred and absolute and seek to
bind and connect the constant, absolute and
unlimited with the changing and limited. This
is what he sees in mixing religion with politics,
connecting religious identity with national
race, and equating discretionary interpretation
with the sacred text. In this research paper,
the researcher emphasizes the dangerousness
of such a relationship of wrongly binding
together the relative and the absolute by taking
the example of “Christian Zionism” as a model
in which he endeavours to explain the balanced
position of Arab Evangelists who reject these
philosophically, religiously, and practically
faulty allegations.

“The Ethical Issue between the Relativity
of Belief and the Determinism of Content”
is an ethical philosophical proposition on
the relative and the absolute. In this study,
Moody Adel Ramzy discusses this ethical
issue between the relativity of belief and the
determinism of content. Ramzy brings on
the extent of the superposition, complexity,
and relativity of an ethical decision. This is
besides the relativity of ethical theories, an
example of which is ethical relativism, which
is a clear example in this intellectual context.
Ramzy goes on to present and emphasize
throughout his study the inevitability of a
natural ethical standard and law rooted within
human beings. This standard is nothing but
God’s clear imprint on human beings, which,
in turn, is the goal and climax of researching
this problematic issue, namely the ethical
issue.

As for Hany Labib, he addresses the issue of



to the fourteenth century in his study “The
Necessity of the Incarnation in Christian
Arab Thought” in which he discusses the
book under the title of “A Brief Statement on
Achieving Faith”, also known as el-Hawy,
written by Ibn Makin, as a model. The study
introduces the Theological Encyclopedia
“Ibn Makin’s el-Hawy”. It
introduces the writer, the book’s temporal
context, and the issues and theological content
it comprises. The study does not overlook the
benefits of its theological proposition since
the questions the book poses are still valid
and need new answers. The door is never
closed in face of new theological endeavour
in response to present reality and its new
challenges and questions. The study also
examines an important part of Ibn Makin’s
words on incarnation, especially its purpose
and necessity, known as unconditional
incarnation, meaning the independence of the
incarnation from sin, as well as criticisms of
this idea.

known as

The Feature Article:

This issue’s feature article discusses the topic
of the relative and the absolute, an important
topic that el-Nessour approaches in different
and various contexts and propositions in an
attempt to understand it. Thus, Reverend
Girguis George presents “The Story of
the Creation between the Relative and the
Absolute”. He presents a story of the creation
that ensues from the concept of revelation as
well as the concept of the story in the Bible
amidst different contexts in the Middle East
and the attempt to understand some of the
story’s significance. Understanding the story
of creation leads to a search for faith in the
absolute and the existence of the absolute as
well as faith in human capacity of awareness,
understanding, and seeking the purpose and
meaning of existence.

In his study “Christian Youth between Science

and Faith”, Rev. Dr. Riyad Qissis discusses
Christianity’s stance on the development of
science followed by the relationship between
science and faith and an attempt to understand
this relationship by presenting interactions
between science and faith represented in
conflict, independence, dialogue, integration,
consensus, and assimilation. Rev. Dr. Riyad
Qissis then presents four theological models
which are: the Conservative Reconciliation
Model, the Traditional Model, the Liberal
Model, and the Postmodern Model of
Reconciliation. He then discusses scientist’s
relationship with faith and poses two questions
for the reader: Is it possible to combine true
science with committed faith? Does faith
presuppose denying science and does science
require rejection of religion? He then concludes
the study with what he calls “the dynamic
interaction between science and faith”.

From the topic of science and faith we move
to the realm of the relative and the absolute
in the fields of religion and politics when
Rev. Mohsen Mounir discusses “Religion
and Politics between the Relative and the
Absolute”. He starts by providing a definition
of politics and religion. He then presents
general ideas and principles to understant the
relationship between the two especially from
a Biblical perspective followed by a Christian
proposition of political issues such as freedom,
diversity, and citizenship which he discusses
in its two dimensions: freedom and diversity
on the one hand and citizenship on the other.
He proceeds to discuss the issue of social
justice. These issues are highly significant
in their Egyptian and Arab contexts from the
pointview of the relative and the absolute.

From the relationship between politics and
religion we move on to the relationship
between “Text and Interpretation between the
Constant and the Variable”. In this study, Dr.
Atef Mehana approaches, in a more explicit
method, the manner in which the Reformed
Presbytarian Church regards the Sacred Text
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Rev. Eid Salah

Managing Editor

The Editorial:

The issue opens with an article by Rev.
Dr. Andrea Zaki under the title of “The
Nativity and the meaning of life”. The article
touches on the present circumstances the
world is witnessing due to the spread of the
coronavirus and how celebrating the Nativity
this year is a source of hope for humanity that
is seeking meaning to life. Zaki then provides
his own experience of his and his family’s
infection with the virus and his recovery as
well as the experiences he went through such
as a deep feeling of the unknown and being
uprooted and isolated. He then presents a
contemporary reading of the story of the
Nativity emphasizing that true hope lies in the
person of Christ and how living that hope can
be accomplished through offering practical
love to the sick, the weak, and the oppressed.
The Nativity presents the true meaning of life.

Studies:

This issue includes three articles on the
incarnation. The first is by Rev. Bassem
Adly on the virgin-birth in which the writer
discusses the meaning of virgin-birth, its

2021 ol

A Synopsis of

the Issue

evidence, importance, and Biblical challenges.
We then fly to Nicaragua where Reverend
Sameh Ibrahim discusses, in his study, “The
Gospel in Solentiname”, a revolutionary
work by a group rebelling against oppression,
poverty, and injustice. The work itself
comprises interpretations and commentaries
on the texts of the four gospels, originally
written in Spanish, but later translated into
English in four volumes. This work was
undertaken by a group of simple villagers
and peasants in the islands of Solentiname
in Nicaragua in Latin America under the
leadership and supervision of the Catholic
priest and poet Ernesto Cardenal. This piece
of work was the fruit of contemplations and
organized meetings undertaken by these
simple peasants at the end of the sixties and
the beginning of the seventies during the
country’s revolution against Nicaragua’s
famous tyrant Anastasio Somoza. This study
is important for researchers in the field of the
Gospel’s interactions with cultural contexts,
a field which engages in connecting the text
to everyday life and the Gospel to the local
community.

Reverend Eid Salah takes us back in time



Christ’s Nativity and the Fall in Eden

In reality, what Herod did is not strange to humans. Humankind began to
lean towards worshipping other things and matters in the Garden of Eden.
Here, I would like to present you with the Nativity of Christ in light of what
happened in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3). Man was created in a specific
order to be submissive to God, whereas animals are submissive to man. The
Prophet Moses clarifies this order when he makes God above all creation and
then makes man a steward of God on earth to work on it and then puts animals
under the authority of man (Genesis 1-2).

In this context, it was God who issued the laws: “for in the day that you
eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2: 17). Man had to submit to God.
Therefore, God’s commandments were the criteria for right and wrong. What
God says is right is indisputably right. The same applies to what is wrong.

However, what happened after that in (Genesis 3) is that an animal, the least
in the order of the creation, is the one who gave man a commandment, “Then
the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that
in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3: 4, 5). What the serpent used to tempt Eve
in this passage is that she would be like God! Notice that this is exactly what
the King of Assyria wanted. He wanted to become like the Most High and it is
exactly what Nebuchadnezzar took pride in. It is the same attitude that Herod
adopted towards Jesus. At this point, we notice that the order of creation has
become reversed: animals were now giving the commandments and man was
the recipient. God has been totally excluded from the scene! The question that
the Biblical Scripture wants us to ask is: in this manner, who is God and who
1s man?

There are, indeed, many lessons that we can learn from the story of the
creation and the fall of man. However, the theological core of the text refers
to the essence of human sin: to become the center thus erasing God from the
scene. What happened with Adam and Eve has been repeated throughout the
history of mankind. Sin is not merely breaking the commandment. Rather, it
is a general attitude in behaviour that centers itself around man and his desires
and ambitions disregarding the existence of God and His presence in life.

Conclusion

The Magi realized what these great kings did not. Maybe we sometimes
need life experiences that make us remember who man really is. Where should
we put our real hope? On what should we put the meaning of our lives? Should
we put the meaning of our lives on our strength, social positions, authority,
money, or relationships? All this is frail and can disappear easily and quickly.
Man is much weaker than that.

Rev. Dr. Andrea Zaki

President of Protstant Church in Egypt
President of the Coptic Evangelical
Organization for Social Services




of whose works are truth, and His ways justice. And those who walk in pride
He is able to put down” (Daniel 4: 34-37).

It is important to notice how Nebuchadnezzar changed from being so full
of himself as if he were the center of the universe as in verses 31-33 to when
he started to raise his eyes to heaven. The Bible then describes him as having
his understanding returned to him (notice that this description is repeated
twice in this paragraph). Nebuchadnezzar no longer speaks of his kingdom,
greatness, and glory. Rather, he attributes full authority to God and announces
his submission to God. Finally, Nebuchadnezzar asserts that God is capable of
abolishing he who walks in pride.

King of Assyria

Similar to Herod and Nebuchadnezzar there was the King of Assyria,
whose heart, Prophet Isaiah tells us, was also full of pride: “How you are
fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to
the ground, You who weakened the nations! For you have said in your heart:
‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God;
I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the
north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most
High.”” (Isaiah 14: 12-14). This passage tells us of the King of Assyria who
came to the Northern Kingdom and besieged it and was able to captivate the
whole kingdom in 701 b.c. Scriptures tell us how he was a great king, but he
was cut to the ground, meaning that he was thrown to the ground while he was
great, the reason for that being the pride of his heart.

The pride of the King of Assyria was not natural, for he wanted to ascend to
sit on the throne of God and to become like the Most High. This king wanted
to erase the presence of God completely. I would not be exaggerating if I say
that the King of Assyria wanted to be God (God forbid). Notice the prophet’s
words “I will be like the Most High™.

What happened to this king in the Scriptures is terrifying “Yet you shall be
brought down to Sheol, To the lowest depths of the Pit. “Those who see you
will gaze at you, And consider you, saying: ‘Is this the man who made the
earth tremble, Who shook kingdoms, Who made the world as a wilderness
And destroyed its cities, Who did not open the house of his prisoners?’” (Isaiah
14: 15-17). The man who shook the earth has become an example for anyone
who dares think in the same way.

Throughout the history of Christian Biblical interpretation, this passage has
been used, because of its strength, to refer to what happened to Satan and the
evil spirits. According to this traditional interpretation, the text “How you are
fallen from heaven?” is a sign of Satan before his downfall, as he wanted after
that to sit on the throne of God and take his place (God forbid). We might agree
or disagree on this interpretation. However, it does highlight the awfulness of
the King of Assyria’s heart and how he wanted to become the center of the
universe.

In fact, neither Herod, Nebuchadnezzar, nor the King of Assyria did this
because they were kings, but because this is the fallen nature of man that needs
a saviour. Everyday we do exactly the same as these three men did even in the
simplest decisions that we make. Therefore, I will take you to the beginning
scene to see how pride entered the heart of humankind.




The Magi went to look for the king. Naturally, they went to look for him in
a castle. However, there was a huge distance between Herod’s castle and Jesus’
house. They found Jesus in a simple house, but it was one full of joy. The
Scripture says, “When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great
joy” (Mathew 2: 10). In addition, when the Magi found Jesus with his mother,
they “fell down and worshipped Him” (Mathew 2: 11). Although the Magi
were great scientists in the different sciences and in astronomy and were great
intellectuals from Babylon, yet here we see a different model; for the Magi
did not think it inferior to worship Jesus and kneel before him. The Magi
knew that Jesus was the true King. No matter how superior their knowledge
or superior scientific position, they were kneeling before the true King. In
contrast, Herod lied when he pretended to want to worship Christ when they
found His place (Mathew 2: 8). We are always in worship, but maybe we
worship a position, authority, money, or power and become tied to them and
for them. Nevertheless, the Magi did not do that. They worshipped the true
King. The Magi offered their most valued things to Christ.

Herod and Nebuchadnezzar

In fact, Herod was not the first to become paranoid in this manner. He was
preceded by another king the Bible tells us about and that is Nebuchadnezzar,
the king of Babylon: “At the end of the twelve months he was walking about
the royal palace of Babylon. The king spoke, saying, “Is not this great Babylon,
that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the honor of
my majesty?” (Daniel 4: 29-30). This scene took place after the warnings of
the Prophet Daniel and dreams God sent to the king to become humble. Yet,
he remained believing he was the greatest. Therefore, he received heaven’s
unequivocal answer: “While the word was still in the king’s mouth, a voice
fell from heaven: “King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has
departed from you! And they shall drive you from men, and your dwelling shall
be with the beasts of the field. They shall make you eat grass like oxen; and
seven times shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules in the
kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.” That very hour the
word was fulfilled concerning Nebuchadnezzar; he was driven from men and
ate grass like oxen; his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair had
grown like eagles’ feathers and his nails like birds’ claws.” (Daniel 4: 31-33).

Scripture here is brief and swift that the reader might realize the direct
link between pride that entered the heart of King Nebuchadnezzar and the
humiliation he underwent for seeking to take the place of God. However, God
did give the king a chance to repent, for the Bible tells us that: “at the end of
the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my understanding
returned to me; and I blessed the Most High and praised and honored
Him who lives forever: For His dominion is an everlasting dominion,And
His kingdom is from generation to generation.All the inhabitants of the
earth are reputed as nothing;He does according to His will in the army of
heaven And among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand
Or say to Him, “What have You done?”

At the same time my reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom,
my honor and splendor returned to me. My counselors and nobles resorted
to me, I was restored to my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added to
me. Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, all




There was a deep sense that the following day was unknown and could not be
predicted. There was no way of knowing what it would bring me or my family.

The second experience was being uprooted. There are three circles that are
life to me: my family, ministry, and work. Throughout the weeks of isolation
during my disease, I experienced how I was totally uprooted from these deep
roots of my life. I found myself far from my ministry as president of the
Evangelical church and far from the church in general. I could only follow
its news from afar and in silence. I was also isolated from my work. I could
not be present in any of the fields of work whether at the Coptic Evangelical
Organization for Social Services or at the presidency of the Evangelical Church
or at any other aspects of work that I performed daily.

As for the third experience, that is isolation. During home isolation, you
feel that everybody is keeping away from you because you are a source of
infection. Everybody who wants to see you or spend some time with you
avoids meeting you. Nobody can mingle with you in any acceptable manner.
Here I remembered the law of the leper in the Old Testament.

To be honest, it was not an easy experience, rather one of anxiety. The
negative pcr test became equivalent to a license to go back to life once more!

Amidst these three experiences, I started asking myself: “What is the
meaning of life?” The Apostle James asked the same question: “For what is
your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes
away.” (James 4: 14 NKJV). This is not a personal question. It is the question
of all humanity. Each one of us asks this question of himself/herself at different
stages of life. What is the meaning of this life? Moreover, why do we live if
we are this frail and can die at any moment? This question leads us to the
understanding of the Nativity of Jesus Christ.

The Nativity of Christ and the Meaning of Life

Mathew the Evangelist tells us of the Magi who came to see the King whose
star appeared in the sky and guided them to his birth (Mathew 2: 1-3). The
Magi came to worship a true king whose sign of birth they had seen in the
sky. This true King is Christ. However, a false king invites them to his castle,
namely Herod. There always exist false kings who derive their true value from
authority, as did Pharaoh in old times when he tried to kill the Prophet Moses.
Herod did the same when he tried to kill Christ. In both cases, each of them
issued a demand of mass murder to get rid of the baby and in both cases, God
intervened to save them.

When Christ was born, Herod the Great was the political ruler of the country
and he ruled from 37-4 b.c. He feared for his position to the extent that the
Jewish historian Josephus tells us that he killed two of his sons because he was
obsessed with the idea that they wanted to usurp his throne. Herod was ready
to do anything to keep his authority, position, status, influence, and power.

However, I invite you to imagine, just for a few seconds, that Herod is
with us now and has become infected with the coronavirus. What would have
happened to his dreams? Here, I am not only speaking about an evil king, but
about each and every one of us because we all put our hopes on one thing or
another in our lives, all that distracts us from the true meaning of our lives. A
small simple body unseen by the naked eye has revealed to us our true worth.
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The Nativity

and Meaning

Rev. Dr. Andre Zaki of Life
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Introduction

The celebration of the Nativity of Jesus Christ brings hope to humanity who
is lost and seeking meaning. Clearly, we are also celebrating the Nativity in the
midst of circumstances that we have not experienced before. The spread of the
corona pandemic around the world has led to tremendous loss of life, besides
the economic and social loss that has befallen many countries. However, we
thank God for the political leadership and government of our country who have
made wise and correct decisions to provide all means of necessary care for those
infected with the disease.

Experiencing the Coronavirus

Personally, I and all the members of my family attracted this virus. That was
during the final week of last September. I had all the clinical analyses conducted
as well as the required x-ray, nothing of which denoted that I had the coronavirus.
All tests came back perfect and thus for one whole week I continued to be treated
for a common cold. At the end of the first week, and at the insistence of friends,
I had a pcr test conducted and the test results came out positive although the
earlier tests and x-ray had said otherwise. This is what caused the infection of
my whole family.

When I came down with the coronavirus and when the infection was affirmed
with a positive swab result, I started to isolate myself totally from the whole
world until my complete recovery. During this time, I underwent three main
experiences.

The first experience was a deep sense of the unknown. For every time I
went to sleep, I had absolutely no idea what would happen the next morning.







