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ment of the participation of persons with disabilities to initiatives and dialogues specific to disability, is evidence that the
environment is obstructive and non-inclusive. For example, we did not find them in the societal dialogues preceding the
issuance of some recent laws, nor did we find significant representation for them in the Parliament despite their contin-
uous appeals during the council’s elections, which reached the highest levels. However, these appeals did not resonate
with the parties participating in the elections, despite the presence of qualified individuals with disabilities within the
ranks of those parties. In truth, there is no justification for excluding persons with disabilities from participation in gen-
eral, especially in dialogue circles. Their situation is no different from others; they are citizens (men and women), they
possess lots of experience, competence, and the ability to contribute to various fields.

Thirdly: The importance of the participation of persons with disabilities in dialogue circles

In addition to being a right guaranteed by the Egyptian constitution, the participation of persons with disabilities in
dialogue circles holds relative importance that can be summarized as follows:

1- Promoting the concept of integrating persons with disabilities into society among persons with disabilities them-
selves and those without disabilities, which in turn leads to their long-term effective participation as ordinary
individuals in society.

2- Utilizing the existing competencies of some individuals with disabilities in all the fields based on their competence
regardless of their disability status.

3- Motivating many persons with disabilities to exert more effort to integrate into society, enhance their capabilities,
and compete effectively, as they will be given equal opportunities similar to those without disabilities.

4- Enhancing the sense of social responsibility among persons with disabilities as genuine, active participants in all
societal issues, thereby reducing their sense of being a group with only “needs” without considering their duties
towards their community.

5- Eliminating misconceptions in society about persons with disabilities, which often leads to the community per-
ception that they constantly need assistance, and that those who excel among them in any field are considered to
have special or superior abilities.

6- Activating the principles and values of diversity, pluralism, citizenship, and integration, which are essential ele-
ments not only for persons with disabilities but for everyone, contributing to the safety and advancement of the
social environment.”

Fourthly: The environment of dialogue from the perspective of accessibility, empowerment, and non-discrimination

The suitability of the dialogue environment is one of the crucial issues for effective and constructive participation.
While this is a general principle, it becomes particularly important when it comes to the participation of persons with
disabilities, as concepts of accessibility and inclusion are prerequisites for upholding their rights. Many persons with
disabilities can participate in all spheres of societal dialogue, as dialogue facilitators have some understanding of dis-
ability concepts. From a social perspective, disability is an interaction between the existing impairment or deficiency
in persons with disabilities and the surrounding society that has not provided suitable means for them to lead their lives
equally with others. Thus, it becomes clear that the more society provides suitable accessibility means for persons with
disabilities, the more they enhance their ability to lead their lives and participate in society naturally.

Adding to the preceding legal perspective, we find that international treaties as well as the constitution and laws
have imposed such accessibility in all aspects of life to empower persons with disabilities to lead their lives equally with
others. However, lack of understanding of these matters leads some dialogue facilitators to practice a form of exclusion
and marginalization of persons with disabilities, without considering their academic or professional competence. The
situation worsens when it comes to disabled women, as they face compounded marginalization.

In conclusion, and to uphold the right of persons with disabilities to participate in dialogue circles, this paper
recommends the following:

1- Respecting differences and accepting persons with disabilities as part of human diversity in society, which is one
of the general principles of the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

2- Dealing with persons with disabilities based on their academic and professional competence rather than their
disability.

3- Involving persons with disabilities in all societal issues and dialogues, not just those related to their disabilities, as
this can be a form of stereotyping even if done with good intentions.

4- Providing all appropriate accessibility means to ensure effective participation of persons with disabilities.

5- Taking all legal, educational, and media measures to confront all forms of bullying towards persons with disabil-
ities, which in turn leads to creating a gap between them and their society.

6- Instilling a culture of coexistence and acceptance of others in children, as today’s children are tomorrow’s leaders.

7- Promoting gender equality to enhance the contribution and participation of disabled women.

8- Educating stakeholders in dialogue, including supporting organizations, about the right and importance of the
participation of persons with disabilities in dialogue circles.
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Persons with disabilities and dialogue issues

here is no doubt that the Egyptian state and the institutes of civil society concerned with the rights of this category,
and many international organizations have exerted great efforts in the last years to assure the integration of persons with
disabilities. They are an integral and genuine part of the Egyptian community. Moreover, they represent a considerable
proportion of the total population, as their count in the latest statistics exceeds 12%. However, despite all these efforts,
the participation of people with disabilities in discussing societal and cultural issues, including the circles of dialogue, is
still not sufficient. Whether it is their participation as citizens with full rights to participate in general or regarding issues
and rights concerning these groups on the agendas of cultural, social, economic, and political dialogues. The gap widens
when it comes to disabled women, as their participation is often limited or nonexistent, and usually symbolic in nature.

Therefore, this paper shed light on the rights of the persons with disabilities to participate in the issues of dialogue and
assure the importance of these participations to the process of dialogue. It targets all the relevant parties, governmental
and non-governmental, even the international organizations that sponsor the dialogue between the followers of religions
and cultures. The people who work on this paper are investing their participation in one of the projects of the Cultural
Dialogue Forum at the Coptic Evangelical Organization to raise this issue, which lies at the heart of the mission of the
Cultural Dialogue Forum as an inclusive platform expressing cultural and social diversity, according to the principle of
‘leaving no one behind.” The paper includes the following points:

First: Participation is a right guaranteed by the Egyptian constitution and international treaties concerned
with human rights

Article (9) of the Egyptian constitution states that “the state is committed to achieving equal opportunities among
all citizens without discrimination.” This commitment includes all citizens, both men and women. Additionally, Article
(81) explicitly addresses the rights of persons with disabilities, and its text is as follows: “The state is committed to guar-
anteeing the rights of persons with disabilities and dwarfs, in terms of health, economy, society, culture, entertainment,
sports, and education, providing job opportunities for them, allocating a percentage of them, preparing public facilities
and the surrounding environment, allowing them to exercise all political rights, and integrating them with other citizens,
in accordance with the principles of equality, justice, and equal opportunities.”

Based upon the state’s commitment to international agreements, covenants, and treaties for human rights, as stated
in Article (93) of the Egyptian constitution, which stipulates: ‘The state is committed to international agreements, cov-
enants, and treaties for human rights ratified by Egypt, and they have the force of law upon publication according to the
established procedures,” the provisions of the International Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities have
the force of law. This means that the following provisions are binding on the state and all parties, ensuring the rights of
persons with disabilities as citizens, including participation and non-discrimination. The convention states the following:

(a) Respect for the inherent dignity and autonomy of persons, including freedom to make their own choices and independence.
(b) Non-discrimination.

(c) Ensuring full and effective participation and inclusion of persons with disabilities in society.

(d) Respect for differences and acceptance of persons with disabilities as part of human diversity and nature.

(e) Equal opportunities.

(f) Accessibility.

(g) Equality between men and women.

(h) Respect for the evolving capacities of children with disabilities and respect for their right to preserve their identity.

Therefore, the adoption and promotion of the participation of persons with disabilities in dialogue is a right that ev-
eryone must commit to, and take necessary measures to ensure full participation, the law on the rights of persons with
disabilities supports these rights.

Secondly: The participation of persons with disabilities between right and reality

Despite the clarity of the legal and constitutional frameworks that guarantees the right of participation for citizens
with disabilities, the reality does not align with these commitments. There is still clear marginalization of persons with
disabilities in various spheres of societal dialogue, especially those not directly related to disability issues. The confine-




