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Calvin. Reformed Perspectives
Magazine, Volume 7, Number 51,
December 18 to December 24, 2005
.Cited in: https://thirdmill.org/mag-
azine/article.

At the end of the climate change
dossier, engineer George Isaac pre-
sented an important book: “Envi-
ronmental Papers: A Reading in En-
vironmental Theology” by Father
Sami Hallaq, published by Dar Al-
Mashreq, Beirut in 2011. It is one
of the primary reference writings in
the Arabic language on environmen-
tal theology or theological thinking
about the environment. Father Sa-
lami Hallaq was the first to write a
book about this subject:

Reflections, News and Follow-
Ups:

Sheikh Osama Rushdi presented a
group of meditations under the title
of “Bible Aphorisms”. These medi-
tations are deep, simple and brief.
Though they include few words
but they hold much meanings, and
make this author’s writing style
look unique. We presented many
of them on the pages of Al-Nosour
magazine, and in this issue we in-
cluded meditations under the title
of: Arrows Holders, Quick Mission,
Fiery Guard, At the River’s Edge.

Professor Youssef Edwar present-
ed some of the news and follow-ups
about the most noticeable pastoral
activities of Rev. Dr. Andrea Zaki,
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President of the Evangelical Com-
munity in Egypt. Beginning with a
meeting of the youth service net-
work “CONNECT” in the presence
of 1,100 young people of evangeli-
cal churches in Egypt, and in the
presence of the Governor of Assiut,
where the President of the Evan-
gelical Church participated in the
celebration of the first Evangelical
Church in Assiut on the occasion of
the 150th anniversary of her found-
ing. Then Rev. Dr. Andrea Zaki par-
ticipated in the opening of the fifth
meeting for the service of a thousand
servants in Wadi El-Natrun under
the title “The Victorious Servant”.

Issue Supplement:

Issue Supplement is entitled:
“The pastoral climate in the time
of Coronavirus: Autumn leaves fall
and spring flowers bloom” by Rev.
Eid Salah. The study consists of six
parts: the epidemic, the incident, the
crisis, the shock and the care; im-
portant questions and issues in the
time of coronavirus; the character-
istics of pastoral work in the time
of coronavirus; the challenges of
pastoral work in the time of corona-
virus; practical tasks in the time of
coronavirus; sharing the experience
of a contemporary philosopher; and
a pastoral prayer in the time of coro-
navirus.



fore God not to commit these sins
again, especially the environmental
sins, then a commitment to Christ to
live what we believe and maintain a
reconciling spiritual relationship not
only with God, but with our fellow
man, and the creatures of God, by
taking care of them, guarding them
and working by all possible means
on their restoration and recovery.

Is there a place for environmen-
tal issues in worship? Yes, this trend
was promoted by Reverend Amir
Ishaq, who set a vision of worship in
the form of a liturgy through which
he leads the worshipers to meditate
on the acts of creation, on the care
they must provide, on their prayers
and their role in preserving the en-
vironment. The liturgy is under the
title of: “A worship liturgy on the
occasions of the World Environ-
ment Day and the International Cli-
mate Conference.” We publish this
liturgy, its philosophy, and its goal
hoping that this liturgy can be used
in the church services to promote
environmental issues and advocate
for them at the same time.

One of the important studies in
this issue is the translation into Ara-
bic of a study entitled: “John Cal-
vin’s Environmental Theology”.
This study was translated by Rev.
Suheil Saoud, who said that envi-
ronmental theology in the world
has become a broad global theo-
logical movement due to the crisis
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of climate change. Efforts are being
made to develop an environmental
theology based on biblical studies
that stresses the excellence of God’s
creation, and calls on Evangelicals,
Christians, and everyone else to take
care of the environment and be re-
sponsible stewards. In this context,
the reformer John Calvin’s distinc-
tive position towards the environ-
ment, God’s creation, is articulated.
If we read Calvin’s commentaries
on some biblical passages that in-
clude environmental references, and
their reflections on the environmen-
tal issue, we see that the reformer
John Calvin could have made an
important contribution to the sub-
ject. Calvin scholars believe that
we can discern in Calvin’s writings
an incomplete environmental theol-
ogy, characterized by an emphasis
on God being the Preserver who
deals responsibly with the beauties
and bounties that nature offers. The
translated study discusses: the status
and role of creation in its relation-
ship with man, Calvin’s saying: the
goal of creation is the glorification
of God, Man’s sovereignty over
creation being responsible and self-
less, calling for the use of natural
resources in moderation, Calvin’s
environmental theology before the
fall, Calvin’s environmental theol-
ogy after the fall, a theology of the
creation redemption. The study is
adapted from the following article:

John Foster. The Ecology of John
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climate issues in the Coptic liturgy,
then discussed the issues of climate
change in terms of environmen-
tal citizenship and environmental
peace that are both modern terms,
and the role of religious leaders and
religious institutions, especially
the church, in confronting climate
changes.

Then Rev. Dr. Maurice Amin dis-
cussed the issue of the theological
and ecclesiastical position on the
nuclear attack on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. In this study, he analyzed
the position of the church towards
the use of weapons of mass destruc-
tion that destroy the environment,
with the author’s acknowledgment
of the fact that there is scarcity of
writings dealing with this issue. He
discussed two important questions:
Why didn’t the religious establish-
ment criticize such destructive posi-
tions? And why should the church
be preoccupied with human and en-
vironmental issues? After answering
these two questions and discussing
the position of some theologians,
such as the contemporary German
theologian Jiirgen Moltmann (1926
AD - present), who took from the
centrality of Christ the interest in
creation in general. Finally, the
writer laid what he called the path
towards - or the establishment of -
an environmental Christian ethic
based on the redemption of Christ
in its two parts, presence and pro-
tection. According to the writer, this
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will lead the church to stand up.
God called the church - his body in
the world - to play two basic roles:
a priestly role and a prophetic role,
both of which are extremely impor-
tant. The prophet declares God’s
message to his people, “Thus says
the Lord,” while the priest helps the
people to obey the commandment
and to apply the prophetic message.
The priestly role aims at reconcilia-
tion, while the prophetic role aims
at awakening the conscience of the
people and the nation. The prophet-
ic role and the priestly role of the
Church are two sides of the same
coin and must go hand in hand.

Pastor Suheil Saoud talked about
repentance in a concept that we
have not come across before, which
i1s “environmental repentance, an
evangelical call to preserve the en-
vironment.” After discussing the
environmental risks, Saoud formu-
lated an important definition of en-
vironmental repentance by saying:
We need “ecological repentance.”
We need repentance with all that it
bears. The word “repentance” has a
spiritual meaning, returning to God,
asking God to redirect the entire life
of the believer in thought, word and
deed. Environmental repentance in-
cludes two steps, the first: acknowl-
edging sin, acknowledging man’s
failure to care for God’s creation,
confessing the sin of corruption and
destruction, and remorse for what
we did. The second: A promise be-



vagueness and uncertainty. Then Dr.
Samia reached an important conclu-
sion that researchers from various
disciplines are now in the process of
developing a new map of the world,
restructuring it to deal with environ-
mental problems, especially envi-
ronmental justice, and environment
health that affect man’s health, and
combating change climate before it
becomes catastrophic and irremedi-
able. Human beings must hasten to
reorganize themselves and stand in
solidarity in order to bring about a
better world than this one.

In the same context, Dr. Rami
Atta discussed in his study “Civil
Society and the Issue of Climate
Change” by focusing on the role of
Egyptian civil society in spreading
the culture of environmental aware-
ness and highlighting two models:
the Upper Egypt Association for
Development, which was founded
by the Jesuit Father Henry Ayrout,
and then the CEOSS, which was
founded by Rev. Dr. Samuel Habib.
Before presenting their activities,
he discussed our responsibility to-
wards future generations and envi-
ronmental education, then presented
solutions, activities and events, and
finally talked about the role of civil
society by highlighting the efforts
and initiatives undertaken by the
Development Association in Upper
Egypt and the CEOSS. To reach the
conclusion, civil society, with its as-
sociations and institutions, iS prov-
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ing, day after day, that it is a major
player in the development of soci-
ety, facing its problems and crises.
It is also an essential partner for
government institutions and private
sector institutions in facing various
problems, including the problem of
climate change, which has become
a societal issue and a collective re-
sponsibility. Adding that there is no
way for any of the parties in society
to give up in the field of confronting
this phenomenon, for the present
and the future as well.

In terms of theology or theologi-
cal thinking on environmental is-
sues, there were written a series of
studies and articles, the first of which
is Professor Samir Ibrahim’s study
on: “Hear the Voice of Creation: A
Look at the Theology of the Envi-
ronment”, in which he discussed
theological thinking about the en-
vironment, and presented some of
the ecumenical efforts on it. The au-
thor has defined the “introduction to
ecology and environmental ecologi-
cal theology”, putting forward a set
of practical tips and recommenda-
tions to reduce environmental risks.

Then Rev. Eid Salah presented
a study on: “Climate change issues
and how to deal with them? A theo-
logical approach.” The study be-
gan with an introduction on: What
are climate changes? Followed by
the definition of the climate, then
the occurrence of environment and
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for everyone who believes. The sec-
ond article is written by Rev. Rafik
Farouk on Christmas, the New Re-
public, and on linking Christmas to
the coexistence of all Egyptians in
peace and prosperity. The dream of
coexistence in love and peace was
established by Christmas. For in the
fullness of time, Christ came fulfill-
ing the prophecies and establishing
a spiritual kingdom in which He
reigns over souls and does not de-
sire earthly power or kingship, but
rather desires hearts filled with love
and willing to contribute, proceed to
give hope generously without get-
ting discouraged over the course of
time.

The Magazine Issue Dossier:
Climate Changes

Al-Nosour dedicated this issue’s
dossier to climate change on the oc-
casion of the United Nations Cli-
mate Change Conference 2022, also
known as COP27, which is the twen-
ty-seventh United Nations Confer-
ence on Climate Change that was
held from 6 to 18 November 2022
in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt. In addi-
tion to tackling the climate issues in
dialogues, discussions and literature
on the intellectual, societal, cultural,
religious and theological fields.

Professor Hani Labib wrote an
article entitled: “Violent Climate
Changes. Egyptian Humanitarian
Initiatives” giving a comprehen-
sive overview of the history of the
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climate conferences from 1994 un-
til now. Then with a sober critical
sense, he discussed some results,
implications, initiatives, recommen-
dations and proposals. After which
he focused on Egyptian initiatives
in the COP27 climate summit. He
presented fourteen Egyptian initia-
tives, and concluded his article with
Al-Sisi saying that women are the
icons of change. Then Professor
Hani Labib focused on the fact that
the main challenge for implement-
ing all of the above recommenda-
tions, proposals and initiatives is to
consider them binding on all coun-
tries of the world. So that the in-
dustrialized countries assume their
responsibilities for practices harm-
ful to the environment during all
those past years. The commitment
to reducing emissions must also be
adhered to in order to avoid restat-
ing the formulations of the Glasgow
Climate Conference 2021, and the
lack of commitment of some coun-
tries in the transition towards green
energy.

From a social approach, the soci-
ologist Dr. Samia Qadri presented a
study entitled: “Social Sciences and
Environmental Issues”, in which she
presented a historical view of social
interest in environmental issues, the
way the society was transformed
after the Corona pandemic into a
“risk society” that had distinguish-
ing features, and the inability to
predict the future in the presence of



Rev. Eid Salah

Managing Editor

Rev. Dr. Andrea Zaki, the edi-
tor-in-chief began the issue edito-
rial by talking about Christmas,
and focusing on its essential mean-
ing. He said: “Christmas is an oc-
casion to remember the Lord Jesus
Christ, the omnipotent, all-know-
ing, and omniscient, who became
a man to share with us our human
nature. Yes, Christmas is basically
a remembrance of the incarnation
in which God was united with us.”
Then Rev. Dr. Andrea shed light on
the troubles caused by Herod after
Jesus was born, and how God came
to the rescue, then shed light on
the current disturbances caused by
Coronavirus and its repercussions,
but God intervened. Then the edito-
rial focused on the issue of climate
change, which is the issue dossier,
on the occasion of the United Na-
tions Climate Change Conference
2022, also known as COP27, that is

Al Nosour
“Eagles”

Issue Roundup

the twenty-seventh United Nations
Conference on Climate Change,
which was held from 6 to 18 No-
vember 2022 in Sharm El-Sheikh,
Egypt. Dr. Andrea focused on the
theological concept, emphasizing
the man’s responsibility towards the
environment through the Creation
story, and his role to preserve it and
caring for it.

Jesus’ Birth:

The issue included two articles on
Christmas: the first, by Rev. Mohs-
en Mounir, on lessons learnt from
the birth of the Savior, focusing on
three scenes: Mary, the angels, and
the shepherds, and their association
with Jesus birth that brought the
Virgin Mary and Joseph from Naza-
reth, the angels from heaven, and the
shepherds from their herding, in or-
der to highlight the message of Spir-
itual redemption and deliverance
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to flee to Egypt, and he did so, and thus the child Jesus escaped from Herod’s
oppression.

In the foregoing, we see that whatever the tensions and disturbances, the
hand of God intervenes at the right time. Perhaps when we face difficulties
we often ask God where he is, and if he’s aware of what’s happening to us,
but the truth is that He is always present, He hears, responds, cares, helps and
provides.

Today, we are still facing many, many disturbances and tensions, whether
at the local or international level. It is enough to mention the Russia-Ukraine
war and its repercussions that affected everyone. The world has become a very
small village.

In terms of health, the world is still suffering from viruses like Corona and
its new mutants. Not to mention climate changes and their impact on the planet.

The United Nations Climate Change Conference 2022, also known as
COP27, is the twenty-seventh United Nations Climate Change Conference,
and it was held from 6 to 18 November 2022 in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt, to
discuss the seriousness of climate change. The Arab Republic of Egypt pre-
sided over this conference, and Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry
presided over it.

The aim of the conference was to discuss climate change, develop sustain-
able policies and strategies to counter the damage caused by climate change
and confront global warming, increase carbon emissions and ways to address
them, and reach an agreement that helps reduce the level of greenhouse gases
and carbon dioxide emissions, which contributes to limit global warming to
less than 1.5°C.

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi also announced during the summit that the
primary goal of it is to set a roadmap for implementing the agreed actions that
were previously discussed at the 2015 United Nations Climate Change Con-
ference in Paris. That is why President EI-Sisi called it the “Implementation
Summit.”

From a theological point of view, taking care of the earth and preserving it
are a divine matter, as God commended Adam and Eve saying: “Be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on
the earth.” And the text in Genesis 2 takes us to another level, as it says: “The
LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and
keep it [guard it].” (Genesis 2:15) This dimension emphasizes the importance
of man’s role in preserving and caring for creation, and this role is an authentic
responsibility entrusted by God.
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Written by
2 Chief Editor

Christmas Is A Message
Of Peace With Each Other
And With The Earth On

Rev. Dr. Andre Zaki Which We Live

President of the Protestant

Churches in Egypt
President of the Coptic Evangelical
organization for Social Services

The Christmas comes to us every year with a special appearance, as the
churches, the houses, and even some streets get decorated, however the spirit of
Christmas is much deeper than just a tree or decorations. Christmas is an occa-
sion to remember the Lord Jesus Christ, the omnipotent, all-knowing, and om-
niscient, who became a man to share with us our human nature. Yes, Christmas is
basically a remembrance of the incarnation in which God was united with us. He
who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing
to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born
in the likeness of men.

Many turbulences surrounded the birth of Jesus, beginning with the angel an-
nouncing to the blessed little girl, the Virgin Mary, that she would be a mother.
Imagine with me, my friend, the horror of the shock of a girl who would get
pregnant while she was still unmarried, but with a humble spirit she said to the
angel: “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your
word.”(Luke 1:38)

And when the time for Virgin Mary to give birth approached, the entire family
had to travel to Bethlehem to be registered following Caesar Augustus orders,
and this made finding a place in the inn difficult, so the Virgin Mary gave birth
to her son in a manger.

And when Herod learned about the newborn boy, he ordered a heinous massa-
cre to kill all the boys from the age of two years and under, but God saved Mary,
her son, and Joseph the carpenter, as the angel appeared to Joseph ordering him
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