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grounds varied, and it spread differently from its spread in Ger-
many. The spread of the Gutenberg printer also facilitated the rapid
spread of religious materials in vernacular languages, as well as the
publication of the Bible to be in the hands of the public after it was
limited to the clergy.

In this issue of Al-Nusour magazine, which is issued from the
womb of the reformed church, we are happy to present to the dear

reader various aspects of Reformation.

The Chief Editor
Rev. Dr. Andrea Zaki Estefanos




ance on the Bible alone as the only source of faith, and the belief
that faith in Jesus alone is the cause of receiving God’s pardon for
sin and not good works. Luther also emphasized the importance of
the principle of the priesthood of all believers, which in turn dimin-
ished the power of the clergy. Luther also provided his own transla-
tion of the Bible into his local language instead of Latin, which was
the only language the Roman Church allowed to use for reading the
Bible.

We can summarize the theology of Luther - and after him the Re-
formers - in five principles: First, the Bible alone (Sola Scriptura),
which is the belief that the Bible is the inspired word of God, and
it is the only infallible, sufficient and final authority in the Church.
Second, Christ alone (Solus Christus), which is the assertion that
Christ alone is the basis upon which the ungodly is justified before
God. Third, the principle of faith alone (Sola Fide), which asserts
that the believer obtains the redemption that Christ achieved through
faith. Fourth, the principle of grace alone (Sola Gratia), which de-
clares that all our salvation, from beginning to end, is by grace and
grace alone. Based on the foregoing, the Reformers held firmly to
the fifth principle of glory to God alone (Soli Deo Gloria), mean-
ing that all glory belongs to God alone for our salvation. These five
principles (The Five Solas) form the core of the evangelical faith.
They do not only illustrates and explains how the gospel works in
sinful man, but they also define where the gospel’s authority is and

to what extent it must be revealed and preached.

The Reformation did not stop at Luther. Luther was only the first
spark. Other reformers, such as Huldrych Zwingli in Zurich and
John Calvin in Geneva, immerged and they were independent. The

reformation differed in different countries, and its causes and back-




Written by
Chief Editor

Reformation

in the face of

Rev. Dr. Andre Zaki
President of the Protestant Ch allenges

Churches in Egypt
President of the Coptic Evangelical
organization for Social Services

In the sixteenth century, Europe was living in spiritual and doctri-
nal challenges, and the word of God was limited to the priests. These
priests used their position and influence to dominate the people, and
even imposed on them what the Bible did not impose, in addition to
the moral problems that were prevalent in this particular era. Things
got worse when the church imposed the purchase of indulgences to
allow the bearer to enter heaven after death. This was not welcomed

by some of the people.

This remained that way until, on the eve of All Saints’, October
31st, 1517, a German monk, priest, and professor of theology hung
his ninety-five theses on the door of Wittenberg Church. Luther be-
gan to criticize the selling of indulgences, insisting that the pope had
no power over Purgatory, and that the church treasury had nothing
to do with the Bible. The Reformation evolved further to include the

distinction between the divine law and the Holy Bible, and the reli-
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